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From t he CEO

What a busy start to 2018 and the wet. The start of the 2017%
season was a bit disappointing but January more than made
1046mm in my rain gauge at Girraween, with a highlight of 2
one 24hr period. The weather bureau has reported that the
only had one hour of sunlight in one week in January during
the monsoon!
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Our green manure crop of forage sorghum and mung beansin

demo site planting is now enjoying the light and will be read

first field walk and vegetablegargon meeting in March at Coasja
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Plains Research Station. The date will be publishetinsoane
on our facebook page.

The heavy rain caused rural roads and access to become a
of discussion. Growers from Marrakai used their own resourc
come up with their solution to flooding on the Adelaide flood|[
Their story and photos are in this newsletter. The raising of th
Highway across the Adelaide floodplains is one of the project
Government has committed to and we hope to see more acti
season. NT Farmers is working with the Litchfield Council to
Building Better Regions submission to upgrade and seal the
that still service some of our major mango packing sheds. T
will also have benefits for the local residents and businesses
aimed at getting needed improvements in the Darwin Rural &
mango production is a big part of the local economy.
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NT Farmers attended the Northern Australian Infrastructure
(NAIF) Senate Inquiry that was created to see why no mone
lent by the fund for projects in Northern Australia. The fund
to provide low interest loans for up to 50% of eligible projects

ers submission focussed on the provisions that made it diffigylt
industry players to take advantage of the fund. NTFA pointegiout the
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mapmntyapiom where it would be discussed as a policy option i

‘ rIlziz?gse(?:(lajrrllty Industry Liaison Workshop. While the NT has h
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There were three board members elected to fill the vacanci
Tom and two of the existing board members moving into the
sﬂ'ﬁs\'\based positions. Brett Gill from Douglas Daly, Andrew
JPom katherlne and Tou Samarat from Tous Gardens in Ac
JT[HI@ feans the board truly represents all of the NT Horticu

REN .
gricultural production areas.
ne peak of

A highlight of February was a visit by the new federal Minis

culture and Water, David Littleproud. Minister Littleproud met with

léflei I?MTMIA and NTVHA board members at Acacia Hills Farm.

A SWers put their concerns about labour to the Minister. MiTister L
Y

er for

under:
Juctivif
nation
hthe |
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proud comes from an agribusiness background and clearl
the links between a reliable, flexible work force and the pro
our businesses. He undertook to take the issue back to his

ap t o next federal electio
leention the signing of the protocols for importing mangoes
enAsidnermich happened at the same time as the dragonfruit
tteed;Tso growers had a chance to discuss this issue with h

'E)n ﬁ'ns yoplc our Workplace Planning Coordinator and the labour
comn?t?ee have been very busy looking for options and praggrams
in roge used to increase the availability of labour to our industry, u
cBrrén‘f staff and attract new workers into the horticultural industry
a\'7eg?\let IDO is sourcing and coordinating free training being rollec
&a. Whe{e . .

0'vegetable levy payers provided from their levy. Keep an gye on
notices about labour and training events that can help your|busine

cond
d plel

rachcg recently from the series of plant biosecurity incursipns, it
& say tWat communications with the industry and the greatér publ
wﬁat IS going on has not kept everyone happy. This industry liaisc
need:

Ulpgaruary also saw Plant Health Australia come to Darwin t

$50 million minimum value for a project application put it out ¢f th

reach of an industry that was built on small growers that ha

oped into medium sized successful businesses. Our industrigs

market focused and have been successful with staged develc
and are, on the whole, adverse to large risks. The history of
jects in the North, funded on loans or MIS systems has not
successful. The fund needs to have a more flexible entry mi
a clear message to northern industries on how they can take
of this opportunity.

Fracking continues to dominate the political, social, environ
economic landscape. The President and CEO provided a s
and presented at the final hearings of the Scientific Inquiry
justice Pepper. The submission points out the critical role wé
our industry and the risks the growers fear around contaming
unreplaceable resource. The footprint of the aquafers nece

the Beetaloo basin. NTFA suggestyoaznae for fracking in ho
culture and agriculture production aquafers.

The NT Farmers AGM was held on 31 Jan 2018 after being
from November 2017, due to the ill health of our auditor. It w
well attended event in or Coolalinga meeting room. Minister
Vowles opening the meeting and was on hand to help us sal
Tom Harris who has resigned from the board, after many ye
cated service to NTHA and NTFA.
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d é’ﬁneé}god Futures roadshow for Kununurra on 28 March is

ars of dedi-

role is one that is provided by industry and that person ther
&2ble to keep industry informed. The current system of c@nfider
evel-

y makes it very difficult to get necessary information out tojindust
A 1 e)és to be reviewed if government wants industry to be a tri

an& ne
A ar ner in dealing with incursions.

the ne
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BMANRIthis series and has attracted national interest from
aem&de funding bodies. Meanwhile planning is almost co
the Food Futures conferencedajuB in Darwin. The speakers
workshops and tours are almost all locked in and final logis
Bemg pinned down. Registrations are now open through the
ers wgbsne

Tfpﬂalyg)ihZ months are shaping up to be just as busy. Pleage che
igHtdhagalendar of events on-our
W%CT‘ frgpt page or check our face
Page fc to See what is happening the

 can get mvolved in.
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Ken Vowles
Minister for Primary Industry and Resources
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Ruralweekly
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Story courtesy Mark Wilton https://www.ruralweekly.com.au/news/hunt -begins-for-four-10m-crops-in-nt/3329248/
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After securing funding from the Northern Territory Gover nme|nt
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"The Government is |l ooking to make the Katherine region an
agbiusiness hub and t hahte makeas gh d" &% n
armers

To ensure the association is wejldpn PPSdr and
capitalise on that agenda, twoy Q1€tWy (b aj
joined the organisation at thegmginthgaldpry | ast
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. FarmersAssomatlo Preside tSlmon Smlth
departed however, and his contribution over many years wil/ be
mi ssed. But, he is still about and will be there i f we need| hir
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http://www.ntfarmers.org.au/food-futures
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\- | You are invited to an

FARMERS on

Information Session

When and where:

NT Farmers Meeting Room, Coolalinga
3:00pm to 5:00pm, Tuesday 20 March 2018

Presenters:

Australian Apprenticeship Centre NT
Aboriginal Employment Strategy & Group Training NT -

Group Training Organisations

Charles Darwin University - Registered Training Organisation

Taminmin College & Good Shepherd Lutheran College -

Vocational Education Training & School based apprentices

RSVP By Tuesday 13 March

admin @ntfarmers.org.au
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