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August  

2017 

From the CEO 

Iƛ ŜǾŜǊȅƻƴŜΣ 

CƛǊǎǘƭȅ L ǿƻǳƭŘ ƭƛƪŜ ǘƻ ǎŀȅ ǿƘŀǘ ŀ ǇǊƛǾƛƭŜƎŜ ŀƴŘ ƘƻƴƻǳǊ 

ƛǘ ƛǎ ǘƻ ŀŎŎŜǇǘ ǘƘŜ ŀǇǇƻƛƴǘƳŜƴǘ ƻŦ /ƘƛŜŦ 9ȄŜŎǳǝǾŜ 

hŶŎŜǊ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ b¢ CŀǊƳŜǊǎ !ǎǎƻŎƛŀǝƻƴΦ L ƘŀǾŜ ŀ ǾŜǊȅ 

ǎǘǊƻƴƎ ōŜƭƛŜŦ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ǊƻƭŜ ƻŦ ƻǳǊ !ǎǎƻŎƛŀǝƻƴ ǘƻ ǇǊƻǾƛŘŜ 

ǘƘŜ ŀŘǾƻŎŀŎȅΣ ǎŜǊǾƛŎŜǎ ŀƴŘ ǎǳǇǇƻǊǘ ǘƘŀǘ ŦŀǊƳŜǊǎ Ŏŀƴ 

ǳǎŜ ǘƻ ƳŀƪŜ ǘƘŜƛǊ ōǳǎƛƴŜǎǎ ƻŦ ƎǊƻǿƛƴƎ ŦƻƻŘΣ ŦƻŘŘŜǊΣ 

ǿƻƻŘΣ ŬōǊŜΣ ƅƻǿŜǊǎ ŀƴŘ ƻǘƘŜǊ ŎƻƳƳƻŘƛǝŜǎΣ ǘƘŀǘ ƭƛǧƭŜ 

ōƛǘ ŜŀǎƛŜǊΦ Lǘ ƛǎ ŀ ǘƻǳƎƘ ǘŀǎƪ ǘƻ ƎǊƻǿ ŀƴȅ ƻŦ ǘƘŜǎŜ ŎǊƻǇǎ 

ƛƴ ǘƘŜ b¢ ŀƴŘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜǎŜ Řŀȅǎ ƻŦ ƛƴŎǊŜŀǎŜŘ ǊŜƎǳƭŀǝƻƴ 

ŀƴŘ ǉǳŀƭƛǘȅ ŀǎǎǳǊŀƴŎŜ L ǎŜŜ ƛǘ ŀǎ ǘƘŜ ǊƻƭŜ ƻŦ ƳȅǎŜƭŦ ŀƴŘ 

ǘƘŜ b¢C! ǎǘŀũ ǘƻ ǇǊƻǾƛŘŜ ƻǳǊ ƳŜƳōŜǊǎ ǿƛǘƘ ŀǎ ƳǳŎƘ 

ǎǳǇǇƻǊǘ ŀǎ ǇƻǎǎƛōƭŜΦ 

¢ƘŜ ŎŀǇŀŎƛǘȅ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŀǎǎƻŎƛŀǝƻƴ ǿƛƭƭ ŀƭǎƻ ƛƴŎǊŜŀǎŜ ǘƘƛǎ 

ȅŜŀǊ ŀǎ ǘƘŜ ǘƘǊŜŜ ƴŜǿ LƴŘǳǎǘǊȅ 5ŜǾŜƭƻǇƳŜƴǘ hŶŎŜǊǎ 

όL5hύΣ ŦǳƴŘŜŘ ŦƻǊ ǘƘǊŜŜ ȅŜŀǊǎ ōȅ ǘƘŜ ŎǳǊǊŜƴǘ b¢ DƻǾπ

ŜǊƴƳŜƴǘ ŀǊŜ ǊŜŎǊǳƛǘŜŘ ŀƴŘ ŎƻƳŜ ƻƴ ōƻŀǊŘΦ ¢ƘŜ ²ƻǊƪπ

ǇƭŀŎŜ tƭŀƴƴƛƴƎ /ƻƻǊŘƛƴŀǘƻǊ Ǉƻǎƛǝƻƴ ǿƛƭƭ ōǳƛƭŘ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ 

ƎǊŜŀǘ ǿƻǊƪ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ Ǉƛƭƻǘ ǇǊƻƎǊŀƳ Ǌǳƴ ōȅ ǘƘŜ b¢C! ƭŀǎǘ 

ȅŜŀǊ ŀƴŘ ǿƛƭƭ ōŜ ōǊƻŀŘŜƴŜŘ ǘƻ ƭƻƻƪ ŀǘ ƻǘƘŜǊ ǎƘƻǊǘ ŀƴŘ 

ƭƻƴƎ ǘŜǊƳ ƭŀōƻǳǊ ƻǇǝƻƴǎΦ ¢Ƙƛǎ Ǉƻǎƛǝƻƴ ǿƛƭƭ ŀƭǎƻ ōŜ 

ǘŀǎƪŜŘ ǿƛǘƘ ƛƴǾŜǎǝƎŀǝƴƎ ŦŀǊƳŜǊ ŀƴŘ ǿƻǊƪŜǊ ǘǊŀƛƴƛƴƎ 

ŀƴŘ Ǿƛǎŀ ƳƻŘŜƭǎ ǳǎŜŘ ōȅ ƻǘƘŜǊ ŎƻǳƴǘǊƛŜǎ ǘƻ ǎǳǇǇƭȅ 

ǘƘŜƛǊ ƘƻǊǝŎǳƭǘǳǊŀƭ ƭŀōƻǳǊ ǊŜǉǳƛǊŜƳŜƴǘǎΣ ǘƘŀǘ Ƴŀȅ ōŜ 

ǘǊƛŀƭƭŜŘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ŦǳǘǳǊŜΦ ¢Ƙƛǎ Ǉƻǎƛǝƻƴ ƛǎ ŎǳǊǊŜƴǘƭȅ ōŜƛƴƎ 

ŀŘǾŜǊǝǎŜŘ ŀƴŘ ǎƘƻǳƭŘ ōŜ ƻƴ ōƻŀǊŘ ǿƛǘƘƛƴ ŀ ƳŀǧŜǊ ƻŦ 

ǿŜŜƪǎΦ 

b¢C! ƛǎ ƭƻƻƪƛƴƎ ŦƻǊǿŀǊŘ ǘƻ ǊŜ-ŜǎǘŀōƭƛǎƘƛƴƎ ŀ ǇŜǊƳŀπ

ƴŜƴǘ ǇǊŜǎŜƴŎŜ ƛƴ YŀǘƘŜǊƛƴŜΦ ¢Ƙƛǎ L5h ǿƛƭƭ ōŜ ǊŜǎǇƻƴǎƛπ

ōƭŜ ŦƻǊ ǇǊƻǾƛŘƛƴƎ ƻǳǊ ǎŜǊǾƛŎŜǎ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ YŀǘƘŜǊƛƴŜ ŀƴŘ 

/ŜƴǘǊŀƭ ǊŜƎƛƻƴǎ ŀƴŘ ǿƛƭƭ ōŜ ǘƘŜ ƭƛƴƪ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ǊŜǎŜŀǊŎƘ 

ŀƴŘ ŘŜǾŜƭƻǇƳŜƴǘ ǘƘŀǘ ƛǎ ŀƴŘ ǿƛƭƭ ōŜ ƘŀǇǇŜƴƛƴƎ ŦƻǊ 

ƴŜǿ ƻǇǇƻǊǘǳƴƛǝŜǎ ƛƴ IƻǊǝŎǳƭǘǳǊŜ ŀƴŘ !ƎǊƛŎǳƭǘǳǊŜ ƛƴ 

ǘƘŜ ǊŜƎƛƻƴΦ ¢Ƙƛǎ Ǉƻǎƛǝƻƴ ǿƛƭƭ ōŜ ŀŘǾŜǊǝǎŜŘ ǎƘƻǊǘƭȅΦ  

¢ƘŜ aŀƴƎƻ .ǳǎƛƴŜǎǎ LƴŘǳǎǘǊȅ 5ŜǾŜƭƻǇƳŜƴǘ ƻŶŎŜǊ Ƙŀǎ 

ŀ ǊŀƴƎŜ ƻŦ Ǝƻŀƭǎ ŀǊƻǳƴŘ ǾŀƭǳŜ ŀŘŘƛƴƎ ŀƴŘ ƻǘƘŜǊ ǇǊƻπ

ŎŜǎǎƛƴƎ ƻǇǝƻƴǎ ŦƻǊ ƻǳǊ ōƛƎƎŜǎǘ ŎƻƳƳƻŘƛǘȅΦ ¢ƘŜȅ ǿƛƭƭ 

ŀƭǎƻ ōŜ ŎƻƻǊŘƛƴŀǝƴƎ ǿƛǘƘ ƻǘƘŜǊ b¢ ǇǊƻŘǳŎǘǎ ǘƻ ƛƴπ

ŎǊŜŀǎŜ ǘƘŜ ǾŀƭǳŜ ƻŦ ƻǳǊ ƛƴŘǳǎǘǊƛŜǎΦ CƛƭƭƛƴƎ ǘƘƛǎ ǊƻƭŜ ǿƛƭƭ 

ōŜ ŀ ǇǊƛƻǊƛǘȅ ŦƻǊ b¢C! ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ b¢ aŀƴƎƻ LƴŘǳǎǘǊȅ !ǎπ

ǎƻŎƛŀǝƻƴΦ 

¢Ƙŀǘ ōǊƛƴƎǎ ǳǎ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ нлмт ƳŀƴƎƻ ǎŜŀǎƻƴΦ [ƛƪŜ ŜǾŜǊȅ ǎŜŀπ

ǎƻƴ ƛǘ ƛǎ ŎƻƳǇƭŜǘŜƭȅ ŘƛũŜǊŜƴǘ ŦǊƻƳ ŀƴȅ ǘƘŀǘ ƘŀǾŜ ƎƻƴŜ ōŜπ

ŦƻǊŜΗ ¢ƘŜ ǎǇŜŜŘ ŀǘ ǿƘƛŎƘ ǘƘŜ ŦǊǳƛǘ ƛǎ ŘŜǾŜƭƻǇƛƴƎ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ǘǊŜŜ 

Ƙŀǎ ōŜŜƴ ŜȄǘǊŜƳŜƭȅ ǊŀǇƛŘ ǿƛǘƘ ŀ ƳŀƧƻǊ ƘŀǊǾŜǎǘ ƻŦ YtΩǎ ŦǊƻƳ 

ǘƘŜ 5ŀǊǿƛƴ ǊŜƎƛƻƴ ōŜƎƛƴƴƛƴƎ ƛƴ !ǳƎǳǎǘΦ ¢ƘŜǊŜ ƛǎ ŀ ǊŀƴƎŜ ƻŦ 

ŦǊǳƛǘ ǎƛȊŜǎ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ƻǊŎƘŀǊŘǎ ǎƻ ƛǘ ƭƻƻƪǎ ƭƛƪŜƭȅ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜ 5ŀǊǿƛƴ 

ǎŜŀǎƻƴ ǿƛƭƭ Ǌǳƴ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘ ǘƻ hŎǘƻōŜǊ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ YŀǘƘŜǊƛƴŜ ǎŜŀπ

ǎƻƴ ǘƻ Ŧƻƭƭƻǿ ƻƴ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜƴΦ ¢ƘŜ ƳŀǊƪŜǝƴƎ ǿƻǊƪ ŘƻƴŜ ōȅ 

ǘƘŜ !aL! Ƙŀǎ ǎǳōǎǘŀƴǝŀƭƭȅ ƭƛƊŜŘ ƳŀƴƎƻ ǎŀƭŜǎ ǾƻƭǳƳŜ ŀƴŘ 

ǇǊƛŎŜǎ ƻǾŜǊ ǘƘŜ ƭŀǎǘ о ȅŜŀǊǎ ŀƴŘ ƭƻƻƪǎ ƭƛƪŜƭȅ ǘƻ ŎƻƴǝƴǳŜ ǘƘŀǘ 

ǘǊŜƴŘ ŀǎ ŎƻƴǎǳƳŜǊǎ ǿŀƴǘ ƻǳǊ ƎǊŜŀǘ ƳŀƴƎƻ ǇǊƻŘǳŎǘΦ ¢Ƙƛǎ ƛǎ 

ȅƻǳǊ ƭŜǾȅ ƳƻƴŜȅ ǿƻǊƪƛƴƎ ŦƻǊ ȅ ƻǳ ǘƻ ƛƴŎǊŜŀǎŜ ǘƘŜ ƛƴŎƻƳŜ ƻŦ 

ŀƭƭ ƳŀƴƎƻ ƎǊƻǿŜǊǎΦ Lǘ ƛǎ ŎǊƛǝŎŀƭ ǘƘŀǘ ƎǊƻǿŜǊǎ ƘŀǊǾŜǎǘ Ƴŀπ

ǘǳǊŜ ŦǊǳƛǘ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ ǎǳǇǇƻǊǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ bLw ǘŜŎƘƴƻƭƻƎȅ ƴƻǿ ŀǾŀƛƭπ

ŀōƭŜΦ 

tƭŜŀǎŜ ŎƘŜŎƪ ƻǳǊ ǿŜŜƪƭȅ Ŝ-ƴŜǿǎ ŦƻǊ ǳǇŎƻƳƛƴƎ ŜǾŜƴǘǎ ƻƴ 

ǘƘŜ ŦǊƻƴǘ ǇŀƎŜ ŀƴŘ ƭŜǘ ǳǎ ƪƴƻǿ ƛŦ ǘƘŜǊŜ ƛǎ ŀƴȅǘƘƛƴƎ ǿŜ Ŏŀƴ 

Řƻ ǘƻ ǎǳǇǇƻǊǘ ȅƻǳΣ ŀƴŘ ƭƻƻƪ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ ƻǇǇƻǊǘǳƴƛǝŜǎ ŦƻǊ ȅƻǳ ǘƻ 

ōŜŎƻƳŜ ƛƴǾƻƭǾŜŘ ƛƴ b¢ CŀǊƳŜǊǎΦ !Ǝŀƛƴ L ǿƻǳƭŘ ƭƛƪŜ ǘƻ ǎŀȅ 

Ƙƻǿ ǇǊƻǳŘ L ŀƳ ǘƻ ōŜ ȅƻǳǊ /9h ŀƴŘ ƭƻƻƪ ŦƻǊǿŀǊŘ ǘƻ ǿƘŀǘ 

ǿŜ Ŏŀƴ Řƻ ŦƻǊ ȅƻǳΦ    

 

 

Greg Owens 
CEO 
NT Farmers 
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 CǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ b¢ CŀǊƳŜǊǎ tǊŜǎƛŘŜƴǘ 

The past few months have been by far the busiest and most exciting 
since I took on my role with the Board.  Minister Vowlesô announcement 
of $1.55M funding to employ three new Industry Development Officers 
(IDO), in July will not only greatly expand our capacity to deliver for 
members but it is also a vote of confidence in the direction we are 

heading and a reflection of the hard work of both your Board and staff.  

This was followed in early August with the very popular announcement 

that Greg Owens had been appointed the new CEO. 

 Gregôs contribution to the development of the horticultural industry in 
the north has already been substantial and this appointment ensures he 
will pay a pivotal role in its future. Having visited many farms with Greg, 
it is clear he is well respected and his knowledge and advice is highly 

regarded. For all who know Greg it is shared willingly and virtually 24/7!  

Perhaps our greatest challenge will be managing the expectations of 
growers and stakeholders around access to Greg as he transitions from 
his hands on role to that of manager and mentor to Sam and the three 
new IDOôs. The CEO workload had already risen substantially over 
recent years as NT Farmers has taken a proactive role in key areas 
affecting farmers such as labour, water, R&D and biosecurity and 
through our raised profile from our economic data project and the Food 
Futures conferences and roadshows. We are about to add to this, the 
recruiting and onboarding of three new staff members, along with the 
opening of our first regional office in Katherine, so I ask all members to 
assist over the next six months by wherever possible directing non 
urgent enquiries through Robyn (now in the office Mon to Thurs), or 

Sam.  

Several other substantial changes have taken place behind the scenes 
recently to streamline decision making at the Board level and to deliver 
better outcomes for members through strengthening key alliances and 

relationships. 

As the CEO and staff workload has increased so too has that of your 
Board.  Between our bimonthly meetings, we are now also meeting in 
three key subcommittees: Finance and Membership (Kate Peake, 
Wayne Quach, Tom Harris, Han Siah), Water and Land (Paul 
McLaughlin, Vin Lange, Kate Peake, Tom Harris) and Labour (Simon 

Smith, Leo Skliros, Ruth Cormack, Martina Matzner, Paul McLaughlin). 

The water subcommittee has recently completed our Policy Position 
Paper on water and our submission to the Western Davenport Water 
Allocation Plan. These are significant milestones in clarifying our posi-
tion and approach to this crucial and increasingly controversial area. I 
want to commend Paul, Vin, Tom and in particular, Kate, who have 
done the hard yards on this. We are very fortunate to have four people 
with such great knowledge and strategic vision to navigate NT Farmers 

and the broader NT community. 

The Finance and Membership Sub Committee has recently scrutinised 
and approved the 17/18 operating budget prepared by Financial Ser-
vices Officer Trish McGuiness and Treasurer Kate Peake.  Our finances 
are sound and membership continues to increase so thankyou to Kate, 

Wayne, Tom and Han for the extra hours. 

We are fortunate to have two eminent non directors agree to join the 
Labour Sub Committee. Mango grower Tou Saramat Ruchkaew from 
Touôs Garden and Mary Martin the Director of Migration NT. Both have 
significant experience and expertise in this space and will help guide 
the best possible outcomes for growers and workers in what is clearly 
an area challenging many of our major players. We have finalised the 
Position Description for the new Workforce Planning Coordinator role 
and will begin the recruitment process in the next two weeks. Thanks to 

Ruth, Leo, Paul, Tou and Mary for their input. 

Fostering strong relationships with key stakeholders and building 
strategic alliances with other agri-political organisations is a high 
priority of the NT Farmers Board. The benefits to members are obvi-
ous, particularly given the already stretched nature of our limited 
resources. Within the NT, our key external stakeholder is clearly the 
Dept Primary Industries & Resources.  Chief Executive Alister Trier 
and Executive Director Plant Industries Phil Hausler regularly make 
themselves available and are both supportive of our direction and 
the substantially increased role NT Farmers will now have going 
forward in providing extension services and helping set the priorities 
for plant industry research into the future. Testament to this is the 
fantastic IPM plot established through the veg project by Greg and 
Sam at Coastal Plains.  Iôd also like to acknowledge the support and 
assistance of Stuart Smith, Central Australian Manager Plant Indus-
tries in helping drive the recent formation of our Central Australian 

Growers Group. 

We are also working towards a much closer relationship with a less 
obvious but extremely important stakeholder - The Northern Territory 
Cattlemanôs Association. With the Giles Governmentsô Diversification 
legislation, huge opportunities have been opened up for horticulture 
and agriculture development on pastoral leases. We already work 
closely with Kylie Gracey the NTCAôs Business Development Man-
ager through our Food Futures Roadshows and Greg and I will at-
tend the NTCA Board meeting in September to discuss the many 
synergies between the two organisations and how we can work 
more closely for mutual benefit. Iôll take this opportunity to wish out-
going NTCA CEO Tracey Hayes all the best and thank her for being 
supportive of our respective organisations working more collabora-

tively. 

At a national level, NT Farmers, has recently rejoined AUSVEG after 
12 months with The Voice of Horticulture. Whilst ñThe Voiceò provid-
ed some lobbying muscle around the Backpacker Tax last year we 
couldnôt justify the annual $10K investment as they seemed to suffer 
from laryngitis! Possibly due to some internal issues and a lack of 

support by Hort Innovation.  

We recently hosted a visit by AUSVEG Chair Geoff Moar, Vice Chair 
Belinda Adams and CEO James Whiteside who visited several 
growers and attended our August Board meeting. Local grower Mi-
chael Quach will take up a position on their Board representing the 
NT. AUSVEG have a range of services our members can now tap 
into and they are extremely keen to do whatever they can to support 

NT Farmers develop farming in the north.  

All the best to everyone over the buildup. Particularly our mango 
growers - I hope you get your fruit off and prices stay high. Any ex-

cess always welcome at the office! 

 

 

 

Simon Smith 

President 
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L ǿƻǳƭŘ ƭƛƪŜ ǘƻ ŎƻƴƎǊŀǘǳƭŀǘŜ DǊŜƎ hǿŜƴǎ ƻƴ ōŜƛƴƎ ŀǇǇƻƛƴǘπ

ŜŘ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ǊƻƭŜ ƻŦ b¢ CŀǊƳŜǊǎΩ /9hΦ DǊŜƎ Ƙŀǎ ƳƻǊŜ ǘƘŀƴ ол 

ȅŜŀǊǎ ƻŦ ŜȄǇŜǊƛŜƴŎŜ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ƛƴŘǳǎǘǊȅ ŀƴŘΣ ŀǎ ŀ ƭƻƴƎ-ǘŜǊƳ 

¢ŜǊǊƛǘƻǊƛŀƴΣ ƘŜ Ƙŀǎ ƳŀŘŜ ŀ ǎǳōǎǘŀƴǝŀƭ ŎƻƴǘǊƛōǳǝƻƴ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ 

ŘŜǾŜƭƻǇƳŜƴǘ ƻŦ ƘƻǊǝŎǳƭǘǳǊŜ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ¢ŜǊǊƛǘƻǊȅΦ L ƭƻƻƪ ŦƻǊπ

ǿŀǊŘ ǘƻ ǿƻǊƪƛƴƎ ǿƛǘƘ ƘƛƳ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ /9h ǊƻƭŜ ǘƻ ǎǳǇǇƻǊǘ ƻǳǊ 

bƻǊǘƘŜǊƴ ¢ŜǊǊƛǘƻǊȅ ƘƻǊǝŎǳƭǘǳǊŜ ƛƴŘǳǎǘǊȅ ŦǳǊǘƘŜǊΦ 

L ŀƳ ŀƭǎƻ ŎƻƴǝƴǳƛƴƎ ǘƻ ŬƎƘǘ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ƛƴŘǳǎǘǊȅ ōȅ ƭƻōōȅƛƴƎ 

ŦƻǊ ŎƘŀƴƎŜǎ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ {Ŝŀǎƻƴŀƭ ²ƻǊƪŜǊ tǊƻƎǊŀƳΦ !ǘ ǘƘŜ ǊŜπ

ŎŜƴǘ !ƎǊƛŎǳƭǘǳǊŜ aƛƴƛǎǘŜǊǎΩ CƻǊǳƳ ƛƴ aŜƭōƻǳǊƴŜ L ǊŀƛǎŜŘ 

ǘƘŜ ƛǎǎǳŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ƛƴƅŜȄƛōƛƭƛǘȅ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǇǊŜǎŜƴǘ {Ŝŀǎƻƴŀƭ ²ƻǊƪπ

ŜǊ tǊƻƎǊŀƳΦ Lƴ ƛǘǎ ŎǳǊǊŜƴǘ ŦƻǊƳ ƛǘ ŘƻŜǎ ƴƻǘ ƳŜŜǘ ǘƘŜ ǿƻǊƪπ

ŦƻǊŎŜ ƴŜŜŘǎ ƻŦ ¢ŜǊǊƛǘƻǊȅ ŦŀǊƳŜǊǎΣ ǎƻ L ŀƳ ƪŜŜƴ ǘƻ ǎŜŜ 

ŎƘŀƴƎŜǎ ƘŀǇǇŜƴΦ L ǿŀǎ ǎǳǇǇƻǊǘŜŘ ƛƴ ǘƘƛǎ ōȅ aƛƴƛǎǘŜǊǎ ŀƴŘ 

ǊŜǇǊŜǎŜƴǘŀǝǾŜǎ ŦǊƻƳ ƻǘƘŜǊ {ǘŀǘŜǎ ŀƴŘ ¢ŜǊǊƛǘƻǊƛŜǎΣ ŀƴŘ ƘŀŘ 

ǘƘŜ ǎǳōƧŜŎǘ ŀŘŘŜŘ ŀǎ ŀ ŦƻǊƳŀƭ ŀƎŜƴŘŀ ƛǘŜƳ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ƴŜȄǘ 

!ƎǊƛŎǳƭǘǳǊŜ aƛƴƛǎǘŜǊǎΩ CƻǊǳƳΦ 

L ŀƭǎƻ ǊŜŎŜƴǘƭȅ ƘŜŀŘŜŘ ǘƻ /ŀƴōŜǊǊŀ ƻƴ ŀ ōƛǇŀǊǝǎŀƴ ǘǊƛǇ 

ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ [ŜŀŘŜǊ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ hǇǇƻǎƛǝƻƴ ǘƻ ƭƻōōȅ ǘƘŜ CŜŘŜǊŀƭ 

DƻǾŜǊƴƳŜƴǘ ŀōƻǳǘ ŎƘŀƴƎŜǎ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ǎƪƛƭƭŜŘ ǿƻǊƪ Ǿƛǎŀ {ǳōπ

Ŏƭŀǎǎ прт ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ ǎƪƛƭƭŜŘ ƳƛƎǊŀǝƻƴ ǇǊƻƎǊŀƳΦ {ǇŜŎƛŬŎ ǊŜπ

Ǝƛƻƴŀƭ ǎƘƻǊǘŀƎŜǎ ǿŜǊŜ ŘƛǎŎǳǎǎŜŘ ƛƴŎƭǳŘƛƴƎ ƪŜȅ ƻŎŎǳǇŀπ

ǝƻƴǎΦ hǳǊ ŀǊƎǳƳŜƴǘǎ ǿŜǊŜ ƘŜŀǊŘ ŀƴŘ ƛǘ ǿŀǎ ŀƎǊŜŜŘ ǿŜ 

ǿƛƭƭ ǎǳōƳƛǘ ŀƴ ŜȄǇŀƴŘŜŘ 5ŜǎƛƎƴŀǘŜŘ !ǊŜŀ aƛƎǊŀǝƻƴ 

!ƎǊŜŜƳŜƴǘ ǘƘŀǘ ǊŜƅŜŎǘǎ ǘƘŜ ƴŜŜŘǎ ƻŦ ¢ŜǊǊƛǘƻǊȅ ŜƳǇƭƻȅŜǊǎΦ  

Lƴ ǘƘŜ ǊŜǎŜŀǊŎƘ ǎǇƘŜǊŜΣ ǘƘŜ ¢ŜǊǊƛǘƻǊȅΩǎ ŀōƛƭƛǘȅ ǘƻ ŘŜǘŜŎǘ ŀƴŘ 

ŘƛŀƎƴƻǎŜ ǘƘŜ ŎŀǳǎŜ ƻŦ ōŀƴŀƴŀ ǿƛƭǘ Ƙŀǎ ōŜŜƴ ōƻƻǎǘŜŘ ōȅ 

ōƛƻǎŜŎǳǊƛǘȅ ǘǊŀƛƴƛƴƎ ƛƴ ¸ƻƎȅŀƪŀǊǘŀΣ LƴŘƻƴŜǎƛŀΦ 5Ǌ {ƘŀǊƭ aƛƴπ

ǘƻũ ŀƴŘ 5Ǌ ±ǳ ¢ǳŀƴ bƎǳȅŜƴ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ 5ŜǇŀǊǘƳŜƴǘ ƻŦ tǊƛπ

ƳŀǊȅ LƴŘǳǎǘǊȅ ŀƴŘ wŜǎƻǳǊŎŜǎ ό5tLwύ Ǉƭŀƴǘ ǇŀǘƘƻƭƻƎȅ ŀǊŜŀ 

ǘǊŀǾŜƭƭŜŘ ǘƻ ¸ƻƎȅŀƪŀǊǘŀ ǘƻ ǳƴŘŜǊǘŀƪŜ ƭŀōƻǊŀǘƻǊȅ ǘǊŀƛƴƛƴƎ 

ǘƻ ƛƴŎǊŜŀǎŜ ǘƘŜƛǊ ŘƛŀƎƴƻǎǝŎ ǎƪƛƭƭǎ ǊŜƎŀǊŘƛƴƎ ōŀƴŀƴŀ ŘƛǎŜŀǎπ

ŜǎΦ 

¢ƘŜ ǘǊŀƛƴƛƴƎ ƭƻƻƪŜŘ ǇŀǊǝŎǳƭŀǊƭȅ ŀǘ ōŀŎǘŜǊƛŀƭ ǿƛƭǘ ƛƴ ōŀƴŀƴŀǎ 

ŎŀǳǎŜŘ ōȅ .ƭƻƻŘ 5ƛǎŜŀǎŜ .ŀŎǘŜǊƛǳƳΣ ŀ ŘƛǎŜŀǎŜ ƴƻǘ ȅŜǘ ŘŜπ

ǘŜŎǘŜŘ ƛƴ !ǳǎǘǊŀƭƛŀ ōǳǘ ƻŦ ŎƻƴŎŜǊƴ ǘƻ !ǳǎǘǊŀƭƛŀƴ ōƛƻǎŜŎǳǊƛπ

ǘȅΦ  

¢ƘŜ ǘǊƛǇ ŀƭƭƻǿŜŘ ǘƘŜ 5tLw ǘƻ ǿƻǊƪ ǿƛǘƘ ŀƴŘ ŎƭƻǎŜƭȅ ŜȄπ

ŀƳƛƴŜ ƛƴŦŜŎǘŜŘ ōŀƴŀƴŀ Ǉƭŀƴǘǎ ǎƻ ǘƘŜȅ ŀǊŜ ƴƻǿ ŀōƭŜ ǘƻ 

ƛŘŜƴǝŦȅ ǘƘŜ ǎȅƳǇǘƻƳǎ ƻŦ ōƭƻƻŘ ŘƛǎŜŀǎŜ ŀƴŘ ŜũŜŎǝǾŜƭȅ 

ŘƛŀƎƴƻǎŜ ǘƘƛǎ ōŀŎǘŜǊƛŀƭ ǿƛƭǘ ƻŦ ōŀƴŀƴŀǎΦ 

¢ƘŜ ǘǊƛǇ ŀƭǎƻ ƎŜƴŜǊŀǘŜŘ 5b! ǎŀƳǇƭŜǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ .ƭƻƻŘ 5ƛǎπ

ŜŀǎŜ .ŀŎǘŜǊƛǳƳ ǘƘŀǘ ǿƛƭƭ ōŜ ǳǎŜŘ ŀǎ ŀ ǊŜŦŜǊŜƴŎŜ Ŏƻƴπ

ǘǊƻƭΣ ǿƘƛŎƘ ǿƛƭƭ ŀƭƭƻǿ ǘƘŜ Ǉƭŀƴǘ ǇŀǘƘƻƭƻƎȅ ǎŜŎǝƻƴ ŀǘ 

5tLw ǘƻ ǇŜǊŦƻǊƳ ƳƻƭŜŎǳƭŀǊ ŘƛŀƎƴƻǎǝŎǎ ƻƴ ŀƴȅ ǎǳǎǇŜŎǘ 

ǎŀƳǇƭŜǎΦ 

Lƴ ƻǘƘŜǊ ŎǊƻǇ ƴŜǿǎΣ ǊŜǇǊŜǎŜƴǘŀǝǾŜǎ ŦǊƻƳ 5tLw ǊŜŎŜƴǘƭȅ 

ŀǧŜƴŘŜŘ ǘƘŜ мнǘƘ LƴǘŜǊƴŀǝƻƴŀƭ aŀƴƎƻ {ȅƳǇƻǎƛǳƳ ƛƴ 

/ƘƛƴŀΦ tǊƛƴŎƛǇŀƭ wŜǎŜŀǊŎƘ {ŎƛŜƴǝǎǘ 5Ǌ aƛƭŀ .Ǌƛǎǘƻǿ ǎŀƛŘ 

ƛǘ ǿŀǎ ŀƴ ŀƳŀȊƛƴƎ ƻǇǇƻǊǘǳƴƛǘȅ ŦƻǊ ¢ŜǊǊƛǘƻǊȅ ƎǊƻǿŜǊǎ ǘƻ 

ǇǊŜǎŜƴǘ ǘƘŜƛǊ ƳŀƴƎƻ ǊŜǎŜŀǊŎƘ ŀƴŘ ǎŜŜ ŬǊǎǘ-ƘŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ 

ŜƴƻǊƳƻǳǎ ƳŀƴƎƻ ǇǊƻŘǳŎǝƻƴ ƛƴ /ƘƛƴŀΦ 

tǊŜǎŜƴǘŀǝƻƴǎ ǇŀǊǝŎǳƭŀǊƭȅ ǊŜƭŜǾŀƴǘ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ¢ŜǊǊƛǘƻǊȅ ƛƴπ

ŎƭǳŘŜŘ ǘƘŜ ƭŜǾŜƭ ŀǘ ǿƘƛŎƘ ōǊŀƴŎƘŜǎ ŦǳƴŎǝƻƴ ƛƴŘŜπ

ǇŜƴŘŜƴǘƭȅ ǿƛǘƘƛƴ ƳŀƴƎƻ ǘǊŜŜǎΣ ǿƘƛŎƘ Ƙŀǎ ƛƳǇƭƛŎŀǝƻƴǎ 

ŦƻǊ ǇǊǳƴƛƴƎΣ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ ǊŀǇƛŘ ŀŘƻǇǝƻƴ ƻŦ Ŝ-ŎƻƳƳŜǊŎŜ ōȅ 

/ƘƛƴŜǎŜ ŜƴǘŜǊǇǊƛǎŜǎ ǿƘƛŎƘ Ƙŀǎ ōǊƻǳƎƘǘ ŀōƻǳǘ ŎƘŀƴƎŜǎ 

ǊŜƭŜǾŀƴǘ ǘƻ b¢ ƎǊƻǿŜǊǎΦ 

!ƴƻǘƘŜǊ ƛƳǇƻǊǘŀƴǘ ǘŀƪŜ ƘƻƳŜ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ ǎȅƳǇƻǎƛǳƳ 

ǿŀǎ ǇƛŎƪƛƴƎ ŦǊǳƛǘ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ ŎƻǊǊŜŎǘ ǝƳŜΦ ¢ƻƻ ƻƊŜƴ ŦǊǳƛǘ ƛǎ 

ǇƛŎƪŜŘ ōŜŎŀǳǎŜ ǘƘŜ ƳŀǊƪŜǘ ǇǊƛŎŜ ƛǎ ƎƻƻŘΦ ²Ŝ ƴŜŜŘ ǘƻ 

ǎǝŎƪ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ !aL! ƳƛƴƛƳǳƳ ǎǘŀƴŘŀǊŘǎ ǎƻ ŎƻƴǎǳƳŜǊǎ 

ƎŜǘ ǘƘŜ ōŜǎǘ ǘŀǎǝƴƎ ƳŀƴƎƻ ŀǾŀƛƭŀōƭŜΣ ŀƴŘ ŎƻƳŜ ōŀŎƪ 

ŦƻǊ ƳƻǊŜΦ  

CǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ aƛƴƛǎǘŜǊ 

The Hon. Ken Vowles 

Minister for Primary Industry 

and Resources 



 

 4 

 

 

 

 

 

 

bƻǊǘƘŜǊƴ ¢ŜǊǊƛǘƻǊȅ aŀƴƎƻ LƴŘǳǎǘǊȅ !ǎǎƻŎƛŀǝƻƴΣ b¢ CŀǊƳŜǊǎ !ǎǎƻŎƛŀǝƻƴ ŀƴŘ 

!ǳǎǘǊŀƭƛŀƴ aŀƴƎƻ LƴŘǳǎǘǊȅ !ǎǎƻŎƛŀǝƻƴ 

tǊŜǎŜƴǘŜŘ ǘƘŜ ŀƴƴǳŀƭ ǇǊŜ-ǎŜŀǎƻƴ ƳŀƴƎƻ ƳŜŜǝƴƎǎ ƛƴ YŀǘƘŜǊƛƴŜ ŀƴŘ 5ŀǊǿƛƴ ƭŀǎǘ ǿŜŜƪΦ 5ŜǎǇƛǘŜ ǘƘŜ ŜŀǊƭȅ 

ǎŜŀǎƻƴ ŀƴŘ Ƴŀƴȅ ƎǊƻǿŜǊǎ ŀƭǊŜŀŘȅ ǇƛŎƪƛƴƎΣ ǿŜ ƘŀŘ ŀ ƎƻƻŘ ǘǳǊƴ ƻǳǘΦ ¢ƘŜ ŀƎŜƴŘŀ ƛƴŎƭǳŘŜŘ ǇǊŜǎŜƴǘŀǝƻƴǎ 

ŦǊƻƳ !ǳǎǘǊŀƭƛŀƴ aŀƴƎƻŜǎΣ IƻǊǘ LƴƴƻǾŀǝƻƴΣ b¢ CŀǊƳŜǊǎΣ ƴŀǝƻƴŀƭ ǊŜǘŀƛƭŜǊǎΣ .ƻǊŘŜǊ ²ŀǘŎƘΣ b¢5tLwΣ {ǘŜǊπ

ƛǘŜŎƘ ŀƴŘ ƳƻǊŜΗ ¢ƻǇƛŎǎ ŎƻǾŜǊŜŘ ǿŜǊŜ ƳŀǊƪŜǝƴƎΣ {Lt ǳǇŘŀǘŜΣ ŦǊǳƛǘ ƅȅ ƳŀƴŀƎŜƳŜƴǘΣ ƳŀǇǇƛƴƎ ƘƻǊǝŎǳƭǘǳǊŜ 

ǘǊŜŜ ŎǊƻǇǎΣ ƴƛǘǊƻƎŜƴ ǘǊƛŀƭǎΣ ƭŀōƻǳǊ ŀƴŘ ǘǊŀƴǎǇƻǊǘŀǝƻƴ 

aŀƴȅ ǘƘŀƴƪǎ ǘƻ ŀƭƭ ǇǊŜǎŜƴǘŜǊǎ ŀƴŘ ƎǊƻǿŜǊǎ ŦƻǊ ŀǧŜƴŘƛƴƎΦ DƻƻŘ ƭǳŎƪ ŦƻǊ ŀ ōǳƳǇŜǊ ǎŜŀǎƻƴΗ 

 

 

NTMIA President Leo Skliros bought some 

of his delicious early fruit for tasting  

Photo courtesy Sam Tocknell NTFA 

The Darwin meeting held in the Taminmin College Gym  

The Katherine meeting held in Seven Fields Packing 

shed 

NT Farmers Staff, - Samantha Tocknell (IDO), Greg 

Owens (CEO), and Robyn Purtill (Admin), get ready 

to feed the hungry mob at the Darwin meeting  
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